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Executive Summary

Inlinewith EPCoo v us(ABQ) v AD [RieZpplication- Planning for Firm

FoundatonfU o}vPe] Wo vv]JvP A] E}§ iliiii AZ] Z ]Jv op = 8Z I
"§v €& - (}J& }luupv]sC vP P uvsU v Wo vv]vP ] (}& ™ }So v
framework, the ApplicantzSBAsset Development Ukimited, has undertaken

consultation both online and in persoffior the proposedWest TorrsdaleWind Farm

All pre-application consultation was undertaken in accordance with the Scottish

Government Guidance: Coronavirus (COY3D

Consultation activity included:

x distribution ofinformation postcardo local residents;

a dedicatedconsultationwebsitewww.esbenergy.co.uk/wesiorrisdalewind-farm,
a dedicated email addreswesttorrisdale@esb.ie

meetings with theéwo localCommunity Coundland the local energy groupnd
public informationdays held o®™ December 202in Glentarr and 10" and 11"
December 2021 in Carradale

X X X X

Local residents and other interested parties were invited to attend the open days.

These were publicised througtminformation postcard sent out toover 750

surrounding householdand businessesandpromoted through editorial and

advertisingin the local newspapeas wellao®n §Z o} o }uupv]SC }uv Jo[e ¢} ] o
media page

At the public informationdaysmembers of the development team were on hand to
explain the proposals, situss the wider issues of climate change and energy security
and demonstrate landscape impact via photomontages. Those attending had the
opportunity to complete feedback questionnairdde dedicated project website also
contained all of the informationngesented at the ipperson information dayand a
feedbackform was availabléo complete and return

A total of58 people attended thenformation daysand at theevents 21 opinion forms
were received either on the day of tleventor via the website/enail from the general
publicin relationto the West Torrisdal&Vind Farm proposal.

Of those who responded to the full public consultation asking how they felt about the
West TorrisdaléVind Farm proposaB3 % stated they were very supportive or
supportive of theWest Torrisdal&Vind Farm proposal withi4% either opposed or very
opposed. 43 %were, as yetundecidedand 10 %did not comment.

The Applicant has written to all local residemiso raised questions or concerns via the
various feedback mechanisms. Consultation igjoimg and will continue post
submission.
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1. Introduction

1.1  This Reporaccompanieshe Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) Regoaat
forms part ofthe planning @plication forWest TorrisdaléVind Farm. The
application has been submitted the Scottish Governmentnder Section 36 of
the Electricity Acby ESBAsset Develoment Limitedand ABGs a statutory
consultee.The application is for the construction, operation and
decommissioning of a wind energy schewmiéh battery storage referred to in
8Z | Z %}ES + S8Z ZWE} %o} A 0}%u vS[X

1.2 The Applicant embraces community consultation; it is at the heatsof i
approach to development. This report provides detailed information regarding
the Proposed Developmergcommunity consultation.

2. Framework for preapplication consultationWest TorrisdaléNind Farm

2.1 dZ %% 0] VvS[* %l 0] }ordipedSomosked Destopentwere
influenced byAB( « \AA@@plication Consultation guidancg WARplication t
Wo vv]vP (}E &]E ualéngside BANBAJ010 which includes the
National Standards for Community Engaggin v. Wo vv]vP ] (}& ™ }So v [
SP=EED frameworkgpendix11).

2.2 Both documents outline how applicants of major infrastructure projects should
undertake preapplication consultation with the communityThe aim of this
processis to make sure that communities are made awaf@ndhave an
opportunity to comment on theséypes of development proposals before a
formal application is made. This allows community views to be reflected early in
the process and gives the Applicant the opportunity to incorporate them into the
proposals where possible before making a formal agagion.

2.3  The guidance outlines the following relevant consultation and involvement
activities:
x Community Council consultation;
x Adverts and press releases in local media; and
X Public Events (at least one).

2.4 TheProposed Development as aSection 36 application to the Scottish
Governmentis notrequiredto submt a Proposal of Application Noticeor isit
bound by theconsultation requirements It has howeveused them as the basis
for best practice and wherever possible soughttaximse the level of
consultation undertaken in this process.
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3. The approach to community involvement

31 dZ % %0] VvS[* PV E 0 %% E} Z 3} }uupv]3C JvA}oA u vi
the following:

x Consultation with community councils and interested conmityigroups;

X A dedicated project website;

x Production and circulation of printed information material for local
residents; and

x Hosting of advertised community days prior to submission of the planning
application, when the development is at draft design stag

During the Covid 9 pandemic, the Government Guidance in plem@oved the
requirement for irperson public events and encouraged online consultation
where possible Whenthose restrictionavere lifted and inperson events could
take place;The Applicant continued tatilise online resources and the

dedicated projecivebpage allowed visitors to see and respond to the very same
information available at the iperson information days.

4. Consultation

4.1.1 Consultation that has taken place so far in the-ppplication stage has enabled
the Applicant to take forwarits commitment to establish a constructive
relationship with residents and local representatives within the local community.

4.1.2 To consult on the proposals with the local community, The Applicant undertook
the following activity, outlined further below

Communityliaison both virtual and irperson
Dedicated website;

Press activity

Information postcard distributionand

Public information days

X X X X X

4.2 Website

4.2.1 The websitevww.esbenergy.co.uk/wedbrrisdalewind-farm was set up to
provide information for residents and their representatives about the proposal
andto gather feelback from thenformation provided It also allowed for
guestions to be asked vigesttorrisdale@esb.iethe dedicated email facility for
the project. Online consultation became an essential part of the consultation
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process during th€ovid19 pandemic emergency period when the requirement
for in-person consultation was suspended amtilst restrictions had been
relaxed somewhat at the time of the publinformation days, the Applicant
wanted to ensure that as many local people could engags safeaway as
possible (Appendix J)

4.3 Information postcard

4.3.1 InNovember 2021he Applicant distributed 84 information postcards
(Appendix 2 to local residents in the areas surrounding the proposed
developmentinforming them of theProposedDevelopment and inviting them to
engage with the project team either in person at the information days or online
using the dedicategroject website

4.4  Community Councils

4.4.1 The Applicant began a dialogue withth the East and West Kintyt@ommunity
Councisin early2021, following the submission of the Scopi@ginon Request
The Community Counsilvere able to assist in thelanning of thepublic
information days and théissemination of information regarding the
consultation process.

4.42 Given the experience die local communities with onshore wind development,
both Community Councils were able to outlithe key issuethat would most
likelybe of concern to local peopleThey were also able to identify additional
viewpoints of importance to the local community, particularly in Carradale.

4.5 East Kintyre Renewable Energy GrolgKREG

4.5.1 TheEast Kintyr&Community Council also introduced the Applicant to the local
community energy group, EKR&Gichwas formed in 2019 and tasked by
Carradale Community Trust with researching new and/or proposed renewable
energy developments that impact on East Kintyre. pin@ary aim of the group
is to highlight the socie@conomic implications of sugtrojectsand maximise
income to the community from agreed developmeitsdits remit has now
expanded to also cover West Kintyre.

4.5.2 Dialogue with EKREG begdangside EKA@February2021 andollowing the
public information days, a Memorandum of Understanding was drafted and sent
to EKREG for discussiofhe Applicant is committed not only to the Scottish
'}YA Evu vE[+ }uu pefiisuddinglevel of £5,000 per MW of installed
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4.6

4.6.1

4.6.2

4.6.3

4.6.4

465

capacity, but also to a proportion of the proposed development being made
available for shared ownership.

Public information days

Publicinformation daysvere held ond™ December 2021n Glerbarr Village Hall
and on10" and 11" December 2021n Carradale Village HalCopies of the
exhibition information panels can be foundAppendix 3and photographs
taken at theeventsin Appendix 4

As well as being able discuss the development alongsitie wider issues of
climate change, energy security, government support etc, members of the
development team were able to demonstrate landscape impact via
photomontages Residents were also offered the opportunity tovesa wireline
image from ag given viewpoingienerated and sent to them following the event
allowingthemto see just how the development would look from their own
homes or other places of interest, for example recreational greasincluded in
the official list of viewpoints

Publicity

Postcardnvitations to the publienformation dayswvere sentvia Royal Mailo
764 addresses both residential and businesseAppendix 2

In order to publicise the exhibition to the wideommunity, press
advertisements were placed in:

x TheCampbeltown Couriet Friday 3 December 2021
SeeAppendix 5for a copy of the advertisement.

In addition, East Kintyre Community Council promoted the information days and
the online consultation material vigs Facebook pagéAppendix6).
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4.6.5

4.6.6

5.1

5.2

5.2.1

5.2.2

5.3

53.1

5.3.2

Media

A Press release was uploaded onto the website and issuggktiocal
newspaper prior tdhe in-personevents. TheCampbeltown Courier reported on
the consultation event on FridalOth November(see Appendix?):

Attendance

Based on the open day regist&g people attended the exhibition over théatee
days, where they had the opportugitto inspect the draft proposal, discuss
issues with the project team and complete a questionnaié@pendix 8) for
return on the day.

Consultation Feedback

We have received both qualitative and quantitative feedback throughout the
consultation period.

Website

During the period surrounding the-person events§" Decembert 315t
December2021) 22 unique pageviewsvere recorded on the dedicateproject
page,with a small number of additional page views of thiked pages including
latest news, timeline and the photomontage downloadssummary can be
viewed inAppendix9.

No feedbackforms were receivedrom the webpage.

Publicinformation Days

Open day opinion forms were completed By attendees, many of whom live
within 5km of theProposed Developmén

The majority of opinion forms were completed at the events, but a small number
of visitors sent in their questionnairto ESB._td after the events. These
guestionnaires are taken into account in the overall results of the public
consultation exercise. Copies of all returneeldacted,open day questionnaires

can be found irAppendix D.

October 2023



E Energy for West Torrisdale Wind Farm
generations Statement of Community Consultation

5.3.3 As can be seen igure 1 the majority of people who returned opinion forms at
or afterthe information days wereundecided however, & those who were
undecided, all were in favour of renewable energy in general:

Very supportive

Supportive

Undecided

Opposed

Very opposed

No Comment

Total 2

P NDNWOOrw

How do you feel about our West Torrisdale wind
farm proposals?

an

= Very supportives Supportive = Undecided

= Opposed = Very opposed = No Comment

Figure 1Public Information Dagesponses

5.4 Issues

5.4.1 The feedback questionnaires asked respondents if they had any spetafiests
S§Z C[ o]l (HESZ & ]vdndBuespphdentsg fe§uested a response

5.4.2 ThePublic InformatiorDays provided feedback in relation to a number of issues
including

visualimpact and impact on tourism
aviation lighting;

protection of wildlife

greater engagement with local groups;
discounted electricity bills;

O O O o o
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5.5

5.5.1

6.1

6.1.1

6.2

6.2.1

6.2.2

6.3

6.3.1

6.3.2

0 noise impacts; and
o local business opportunities

Summary of Feedback

In summary, in addition to thpoints listed abovethe main issugof concern
under discussion with visitors to the information daparticularly in the vicinity
of Carradalerelated tovisual impact Concern within this part of the community
relates to thecumulative impactvith the operationaland consentedvind farms

in the area

Community Benefit

The Applicant wants to help the communitielesest to its renewable energy

projects benefit from it in as many ways as possillledsupportsthe Scottish

'JA Evu vs[e Z'}} WE 3] WE]v Béasditefrom®nshorepv]sC
ZVvA o v EPC A o0}%u vie[X

Community Fund

Discussions with the local communitgve indicated thaa fund could be
managed by the local renewable energy group, EKREG which now represents the
whole of East and West Kintyre

Via thePublic Information Dayand website, local residentsave been
encouraged to give suggestions both to the Applicant and to their own
Community bodies as to what they would like to see such funds used for.
Suggestions so far have included funding for energy efficiency measuies
electric car charging poist

Shared Ownership

Discussions with the local communitgve begun with a Memorandum of
Understanding from the Applicant having been isste&KRE®r
consideration

Shared Ownership within a nationadganisationsuch as ESB is a complex
processandit may take some time to ensuwdl the proper legal processes and
governanceare put in place to allow it to happerEKREG is aware of the
challenges involved and being updated as and when progress is made.

October 2023
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7 Response to Consultation Feedback

7.1  Further to the consultation process outlined in this statement, a number of
activities have or are being undertaken in order to respond to feedback received.
These are detailed as follows:

Letters

7.2  Following the open days, everyone wtemjuested a responsea thefeedback
form received a follow up letter from The Applicant, thanking them for their
attendance addressing the issues raised  }Vv(]E&u]vP SZ %% 0] VvS[e
commitment to further consultabn throughout the planning process.

7.3  Furtherresponses to information requestsll continue throughout the planning
process.

Email

7.4  Everyone who submits a question or query by email direct will be responded to
electronically.

8 Future Consliation
Next Stepst Pre and Post Submission

8.1 The Applicant is committed to the continued involvement of and consultation
with the local community and other stakeholders throughout the planning
process.

8.2  While the preapplication consultation has been completed, the Applicant is
committed to further consultation during the planning determination period,
ensuring that local residents and stakeholders continue to be involved in the
process and be keptinform }( SZ % &} %o} 0[* % E}P Gavee X dZ ¢ %o
been and continue tde given toboth the Community Councils anad other
local community group meetings #s development has progressed

Stakeholder/Interest group briefings
8.3 Members of the locaénergygroup attended the open days. The Applicant has

also met with thegroupseveral times during thpre-application consultation
process irelation to both community benefit and shared ownership

October 2023
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8.4  The Applicant will contineito update the local interest groups about the
%0 (E } %o } * A 0}%u v3[e i}JUEV C SZE}UPZ 8Z %0 VV]VP % &
channels for feedback and questions open.

Media relations

8.5 Media relations activity will be ongoing. Once the application thesen
submitted, a news release detailing the submitted proposal will be issued to the
media. The Applicant will respond to media enquiries and requests for
information throughout the determination time period.

Ongoing response to queries

8.6  The Appliant will continue to respond to queries that are received via the
various consultation channels.

October 2023
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Appendix 1- West Torrisdaléoject Website and Online Congaition

@ FOR ELECTRIC VEHICLES FOR BUSINESS SOLUTIONS GENERATION

About Us Our Wind Farms Proposals Q Search

West Torrisdale
Wind Farm

\
|
Utilising the Natural Environment to Harness Clean, Zero

Carbon Energy

ESB is developing proposals for
West Torrisdale Wind Farm

If consented, the wind farm will utilise
the natural environment to harness
clean, zero carbon energy and also
support the long-term management
of the forest in which West Torrisdale
Wind Farm will be located.

THANK YOU
We would like to thank everyone who took the time to attend the in person community
events in D 2021 and to all those who have provided feedback on the
West Torrisdale Wind Farm proposal online.
The formal public consultation period has now d, the ibition boards and
feedback form can be found at the links below should you still wish to let us know your
thoughts.

Feedback Form

Exhibition Boards

Project Summary

The site is located in Argyll and Bute, on the Kintyre peninsula. View the Location
Plan for a detailed map of location.

. Clach a Bhasiich ||

The West Torrisdale Wind Farm proposal comprises

 Up to 9 turbines, with a maximum height of 149.9m and a generating capacity
in excess of 50MW. View Initial Turbine Layout to see the preliminary layout

o Plans to co-locate battery storage with the wind farm to maximise the use of
the grid connection

 On-site access tracks linking the turbines and connecting to the A83 road via a
mixture of new and existing roads, using the route of an existing forestry track.

« On-site grid substation

* Site office and staff welfare facilities

* An offer of a Community Benefits Package




=s3 Energy for West Torrisdale Wind Farm
Bonetrns Statement of Community Consultation +Appendi x 1

Early Stage Development

The West Torrisdale Wind Farm proposals are at an early stage. In January 2021, ESB

bmitted an Envi | Impact (EIA) Scoping Request to the
Scottish Government, which sets out the range of environmental studies proposed to
be undertaken in order to both shape the design and assess the impact of the
project.

The Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit issued their Scoping Response on
26th April 2021. Planning permission for a temporary met mast was consented by
Argyll and Bute Council on 11th May 2021. It is expected the met mast will be
erected in early 2022.

ESB is following Scottish Government guidance in relation to the Covid-19
pandemic. ESB is currently working towards submission of an application for
planning consent during 2022.

Landscape and Visual
Assessment

A digital Zone of Theoretical Visibility model was created to illustrate the

geographical area within which views of development are theoretically possible. This
is based on a ‘bare-earth’ scenario, whereby the screening effect of areas of existing

vegetation or built features in the landscape are not taken into account.

We have proposed 16 viewpoint locations intended to be representative of the
visual experience in a general location or from a specific or important vantage point.
Click on the viewpoint location from the list below to view an initial wireline
visualisation, illustrating the current layout. Example photomontages for VP1, VP4,
VP6 and VP14 are included in the exhibition boards.

VP1 - Torrisdale Bay Parking Area VP - Approach to Saddell

VP2 - Dougarie Point, Arran VP10 - Skipness Point

VP3 - Summit of Beinn Tarsuinn VP11 - Balloghair Cycle Route

VP4 - Glenbarr War Memorial VP12 - South Pier, Gigha

VPS5 - Drumadoon Point, Arran VP13 - Kintyre Way at Kildalloig Bay
VP6 - Carradale Point - Fort VP14 - Carradale Golf Course

VP? - Kintyre Way near Torrisdale Castle VP15 - A83 Top of Clachan Hill

View the development timeline —

ESB continues to follow Scottish Government advice regarding
working, travel and social distancing and will review and revise
development in line with the latest Scottish Government advice.

Environmental Impact
Assessment

As part of the development process we must undertake an Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) to assess the effects of the development on the natural, physical
and human environment. The number, size and layout of the turbines will be
determined by environmental, technical and commercial constraints identified during
the EIA and iterative design processes.

The EIA, which will be published in an EIA Report, will cover topics including
landscape and visual amenity; traffic and highways; noise; ornithology and ecology;
archaeology and cultural heritage; geology, hydrogeology and hydrology; forestry;
and socio economics.

ESB has appointed Ramboll UK Limited boll), an i d envi tal

consultancy, as lead consultant to carry out the EIA and related assessments to
accompany a Section 36 application to Scottish Ministers.

Consultation with statutory and non-statutory authorities and with the public is a key
part of the EIA process. ESB is following Scottish Government guidance in relation
to the Covid-19 pandemic.
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The Benefits of West Torrisdale
Wind Farm

The development of West Torrisdale Wind Farm would bring several important
benefits at both the local and national levels.

* Major positive impacts on the environment, providing clean,
energy, and helping the Scottish Government reach its target for net-zero
carbon by 2045 and interim 2030 targets

* Supporting the local economy via contracts for tender

* Up to £9.45m community benefit funding over the 35 year lifetime of the
project, shaped to local needs (based on £5,000 per MW for a 54MW scheme).

If ESB's proposals for West Torrisdale Wind Farm are consented and constructed, the
benefits associated with it will span the local environment, economy and community.

The Benefits —

Read more about the benefits of the West Torrisdale Wind Farm
Development

Public Consultation

ESB will be holding consultation events as the application progresses, for the public
to comment on the proposal as it moves through the design process.

We would like to thank everyone who took the time to attend the in person
community consultation events in December 2021, and to all those who have
provided feedback on the West Torrisdale Wind Farm proposal online.

You can view and download our feedback form and the latest comprehensive
information about the site proposals here. For more information on the West
Torrisdale Wind Farm project and for opportunities to discuss the project with the
team, or to submit feedback forms, contact: Duncan Scott at westtorrisdale@esb.ie.

We will be holding further consultation events as the application progresses, and
information will be posted here when available.

For information about the West Torrisdale Wind Farm project, please
contact:

Duncan Scott, Project Director, ESB Asset Development UK Ltd
- E: westtorrisdale@esb.ie

For media enquiries, please contact ESB's press office at:

T: 00353 1 702 6009 (Media Enquiries Only) / Out of Hours: 00353 87
255 7186 (Media Enquiries Only) E: corpor nunicati .ie

Latest News —

Keep up to date with the latest news relating to the West Torrisdale
Wind Farm Development

(@ Help Centre R, Contactus

% Legal Company Latest News —
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Appendix2 - West Torrisdaléoject Information Days Invitation

INVITATION TO

PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON
WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

Energy for
generations

ESB invites you to face-to-face public exhibitions
for its planned West Torrisdale Wind Farm.

ESB is developing proposals for West Torrisdale Wind Farm, located

in a forestry plantation around 4km southwest of Carradale in Argyll

and Bute. Utilising the natural environment to harness clean, zero
carbon energy, The West Torrisdale Wind Farm project will, if consented,
support local construction jobs and employment during its operation,

as well as offer community benefit and shared ownership opportunities,
and support the long-term management of the land. The proposed
development site benefits from good wind speeds, existing site access,
nearby grid connection point, and has no on-site environmental
designations.

PUBLIC EXHIBITIONS (held in line with Covid-19 guidelines)
Glenbarr Village Hall

Thursday 9th December 2021, 1pm — 7pm

Carradale Village Hall

Friday 10th December 2021, 1pm — 7pm

Saturday 11th December 2021, 11am — 5pm

VIRTUAL EXHIBITION

All information available at the face-to-face exhibitions will be
available on the project website. If you are unable to access
the information online, you can request a paper copy by
emailing westtorrisdale@esb.ie

The consultation will run from Friday 3rd December until
Friday 31st December 2021.

www.esbenergy.co.uk/west-torrisdale-wind-farm

For more information on the West Torrisdale Wind Farm project, contact: E E“:grgytih;
Duncan Scott, Project Director for ESB at westtorrisdale@esb.ie ErnSTatnS
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Appendix3 - West Torrisdaléxoject Information Daydnformation Panels

WELCOME TO THE WEST
TORRISDALE WIND FARM

THE PROPOSED
DEVELOPMENT

PUBLIC CONSULTATION
EVENT

Thursday 9™, Friday 10" and Saturday 11t
December 2021

Welcome to the public
consultation for the proposed
ESB West Torrisdale Wind Farm
located 4 km to the south-west
of Carradale, in Argyll and Bute.

The initial consultation period for
West Torrisdale Wind Farm opened
on Friday 3" December 2021 and will
close on 31* December 2021.

Utilising the natural environment to
harness clean, zero-carbon energy,
the West Torrisdale Wind Farm
project will, if consented, support
local construction companies along
with local supply chains during its
operation; offer community benefit
and shared ownership opportunities;
and support the long-term
management of West Torrisdale
Forest. The proposed development
site benefits from good wind speeds,
existing site access and a nearby grid

Energy for
generations

=S3

connection point, and has no on-site
environmental designations.

Site Description

The proposed development site is
located on the Kintyre Peninsula,
approximately 4 km to the south-
west of Carradale in Argyll and Bute.
The site lies in the Kintyre and the
Islands ward of Argyll and Bute
Council area. The proposed site is
located in commercial forestry.

Developer

ESB is developing West Torrisdale
Wind Farm. ESB is Ireland’s premier
energy company and a leading
independent power generator in the
UK market. The company has a track
record of over 20 years as a
successful investor in the UK since
commissioning one of the first
independent power generation
plants at Corby in Northamptonshire
in 1994. ESB owns and operates wind
farms across the UK and Ireland with
a total installed capacity of 600 MW.

WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM

ESB wishes to construct a new
onshore wind farm with up to 9
turbines that aims to deliver energy
generation in excess of 50 MW.
Environmental, technical and
commercial considerations
throughout the design process will
inform the final number of turbines.

The turbines will have a maximum tip
height of 149.9 m, and a generating
capacity of around 6 MW. The final
turbine selection will be informed by
an environmental impact assessment
that will look at various factors to
assess the environmental
consequences of the development.
The plans include battery storage
capacity to maximise the use of the
grid connection and help balance the
national electricity transmission grid.

Construction and access

= A construction compound, access
tracks and watercourse crossings
will require installation to enable
wind farm construction.

Access to the site for vehicles
delivering construction materials
and turbine components will be
from the A83 to the west of the
site via an existing forestry
haulage route. The existing access
track will be upgraded, where
required, to meet the
specifications for all construction
and turbine delivery vehicles.

Energy for
generations

=S5

Stack Image

Site Location Plan

Watercourse crossings will be
installed as required. Their design
will be in accordance with
Scottish Government best
practice and due regard for
Scottish Environment Protection
Agency guidelines to enable the
passage of fish and other wildlife.
Crushed stone will be used to
construct new tracks, create
hardstanding areas for the cranes
and to lay foundations. The source
of the stone and aggregate is to be
confirmed during the design
process and the environmental
impact assessment (EIA) phase.

WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT

PROPOSED
INFRASTRUCTUR

RAMBOLL

_+ | West Torrisdale Wind Farm
‘. ESB

Proposed Development
December 2021

Ramboll UK Ltd has been appointed = Forestry;

to carry out a detailed environmental = Landscape and visual impact;
impact assessment (EIA) of the West = Traffic and Transport; and
Torrisdale Wind Farm project. This = Archaeology.

study will form part of the formal Noise surveys are scheduled for early

application for consent to be made 2022.
to the Scottish Ministers.

Proposed Site Layout Plan

Route to Site

The potential effect of construction
traffic will be assessed throughout
the design and EIA process, and in
consultation with Argyll and Bute
Council and Transport Scotland.

. The environmental impact

How have our studies influenced assessment process includes:

the layout? = Consultation with the local
planning authority, various
organisations and the public to
identify specific concerns and
issues; As present, turbine deliveries are

=  Water Environment: the layout
has aimed to maintain standard
separation distances from
watercourses and private water

The main environmental constraints
which have defined the layout are as
follows:

= Landscape and Visual: turbines
will be under 150 m, so should
not require visible aviation
lighting. Turbines have been
positioned off the Kintyre
peninsula ‘spine’; set back from
the eastern edge of the peninsula;
and the layout has been designed
to be visually cohesive.

= Forestry: the design has aimed to
retain as much forestry as
possible.

= Peat: there are pockets of deep
peat within the site. Turbines and
infrastructure have been
positioned to avoid these areas.

= Sensitive Habitats: positioning of
turbines has taken account of
sensitive ecological habitats,
including peatlands and ground
water dependent terrestrial
ecosystems.

= (Cultural Heritage: turbines
positioned to avoid direct and
indirect effects on known cultural
heritage assets.

Energy for
generations

=L

supplies.

= Slope: the site is characterised by
steep slopes which have dictated
the positioning of turbines and
tracks.

In addition, the layout has been
influenced by wind resource analysis
carried out by ESB, and the design
has maximised the use of pre-
existing tracks within the site.

The exact number and location of
wind turbines will be determined by
constraints identified during the EIA
and influenced by statutory
consultees and public consultation.

WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM

= Determining the existing
conditions at and around the
wind farm site by reviewing the
available data and undertaking
specialist field surveys;

= Assessing the potential impacts
on the existing environment; and

= Mitigation proposals to alleviate
any significant impacts identified.

The environmental impact

assessment work is on-going, and, to

date, we have carried out extensive

surveys to gather data on the

following:

= Ornithological interests;

= Protected species;

= Priority habitats;

= Carbon rich soils and
priority peatland
habitats;

= Hydrology;

Energy for
generations
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expected to arrive at Campbeltown
Harbour which has previously been
used for turbine imports by other
wind farms in the area. The turbines
would exit the harbour and continue
north on the A83, turning east near
Bellochantuy into the Beinn an Tuirc
Wind Farm site. Here the turbines
would be transported along the
existing forestry track and wind farm
access tracks into the site.
Discussions are ongoing with
Forestry and Land Scotland to finalise
the access plans. Appropriate
improvements to the public road
may be required.

West Torrisdale Wind Farm
% ESB

—— Exisiog Access Tracks

Proposed Route to Site

WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM
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ENVIRONMENTAL

SURVEYS

Ecology and Ornithology

A programme of ecological and
ornithological surveys has been
carried out on the site. The results
will be used to ensure that any
impacts on wildlife are mitigated. In
addition, opportunities for
biodiversity enhancements that the
development could deliver will be
explored in consultation with
specialist interest groups.

Ornithology surveys

A comprehensive survey programme
concluded the site is not regularly
used by sensitive bird populations.

Ecology surveys

The ecology surveys include:

= A Phase 1 habitat survey;

= A National Vegetation
Classification survey;

= Terrestrial mammal surveys;

= Bat surveys; and

= Fish habitat surveys.

Water Environment
The Torrisdale Water and the
Lephincorrach Burn bound the site to
the north and south respectively.
Tributaries of these watercourses
flow through the site. Surveys of
watercourses and private water
supplies within and near the site have
been conducted.

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage
The effects of the proposed
development on the historic
environment, including cultural
heritage and archaeology, will be
assessed.

Surveys have concluded there are
two groups of shielings within the
site near the Torrisdale Water, and
another group high above the
existing access track. These have
been taken into account during the
design process. The environmental
impact assessment will assess the
magnitude and significance of effects
on heritage assets in the surrounding
area.

Peat

Phase 1 and 2 peat surveys have
been undertaken to establish the
peat depth across the site and
around proposed turbines and
infrastructure.

As a result, the proposed layout has
been designed to avoid areas of deep
peat as far as possible. A Peat
Management Plan will be prepared
to accompany the application.

1)1 | Peat Depth
December 2021
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¢ / | West Torrisdale Wind Farm
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Peat Depth Plan
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL

IMPACT

Zone of Theoretical Visibility

A landscape and visual impact
assessment will establish the
potential effects of the
proposed development on the
surrounding landscape and
visual amenity.

A zone of theoretical visibility (ZTV) is
a computer-generated tool that
establishes the likely extent of the
visibility of a proposed development
and key visual receptors. A zone of
theoretical visibility based on
preliminary design options has been
prepared to inform the landscape
and visual impact assessment.

Energy for
generations
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RAMBOLL

. West Torrisdale Wind Farm
~ ESB

Blade Tip Zone of Theoretical
Visibility and Viewpoints
December 2021

Proposed Turbine:
Revision 2
e Viewpoint
|~ = =1 45km Radius from
= = = 1 Outer Turbine
Number of Turbines Visible at
Blade Tip Level (149.9m)

102

The zone of theoretical visibility
indicates the areas where turbines
will be visible, based on the relief of
the surrounding study area (45 km
from the outer turbines). This is
supported by producing and
analysing wirelines and
photomontages from several agreed
viewpoints that give a clearer picture
of what the new turbines would look
like.

The current design consists of 9
turbines up to 149.9 m to blade tip.

WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM
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PHOTOMONTAGES

I O Y

Viewpoint 1 (2.3 km): Torrisdale Bay Parking Area. Photomontage of the proposed West
Torrisdale turbines from Torrisdale Bay Parking Area. Photomontage and wireline taken
from Grid Reference 179733, 636007 set up with a 53.5 degrees horizontal field of view.

Viewpoint 8 (3.8 km): near Millennium Bench. Photomontage of the proposed West
Torrisdale turbines from the road above the Millennium Bench between Carradale and the
Village Hall. Photomontage and wireline taken from Grid Reference 181029, 638193 set up
with a 53.5 degrees horizontal field of view.

A A

Viewpoint 4 (8.9 km): Glenbarr War Memorial. Photomontage of the proposed West
Torrisdale turbines from the War Memorial at Glenbarr. Photomontage and wireline taken
from Grid Reference 167020, 637054 set up with a 53.5 degrees horizontal field of view.

E Energy for
generations

WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM

Viewpoint 14 (4.7 km): Carradale Golf Course. Photomontage of the proposed West
Torrisdale turbines from the bench overlooking Tee 6 of Carradale Golf Course.
Photomontage and wireline taken from Grid Reference 181961, 638128 set up with a 53.5
degrees horizontal field of view.
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THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

e

ESB will work closely with local
communities, businesses and
residents in seeking to ensure that
the West Torrisdale Wind Farm
Proposal will bring real benefits and
help to meet national climate change
targets.

Business, Jobs and Investment

ESB would like to hear from
businesses across Argyll and Bute
and Scotland to ensure that it can
fully consider the skills and services
of local people and suppliers if the
West Torrisdale Wind Farm receives
approval.

The opportunities available include

those for:

= An engineering, procurement and
construction contractor

= Construction material suppliers:

concrete, aggregate and building

materials

Electrical contractors: supply and

installation of plant, cabling,

earthing, etc.

Plant and equipment hire

contractors: excavation

earthworks, cranage, welfare

units, etc.

= Labour hire companies:
engineers, plant operatives and
general labourers

= Transport: taxis and minibuses for
local labourers.

Energy for
generations

=S3

Local Accommodation Providers
Construction projects of this nature
typically require some specialist
technicians from outside the area, so
they will require local
accommodation and catering
facilities.

To be considered, please register
with the local suppliers’ database on
our project website:
www.esbenergy,.co.uk/west-
torrisdale-wind-farm

Community Benefit

ESB is committed to community
benefit. We are currently exploring
the options for community benefit
and want to work with the
community to create a workable and
targeted package up to the value of
£5,000 per megawatt of installed
capacity.

We welcome feedback from the local
community on community benefit
structures.

Community Shared Ownership

ESB is keen to consult the community
about interest in investing in owning a
share of West Torrisdale Wind Farm.

WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM

West Torrisdale Wind Farm

ESB hopes to submit its application
for consent for the West Torrisdale
Wind Farm project to the Scottish
Ministers towards the middle of
2022. The Scottish Government’s
Energy Consents Unit will undertake
a formal consultation process when
the public will be invited to make
comment on the proposals.

In the meantime, we would welcome
your feedback on our proposals and
can provide further information if
required. Details of the feedback
provided to us via our public
consultation will be captured and
included in a statement of
community consultation provided to
the Scottish Government alongside
the application for consent. Please
note that comments made to ESB at
this time are not representations to
the Council or Scottish Ministers.

Energy for
generations
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This initial public consultation period
is being held from 3 December until
31 December 2021, both in public
and online and follows the COVID-19
guidance currently in place in
Scotland.

You can view more detailed

information on our website:
www.esbenergy.co.uk/west-
torrisdale-wind-farm

Contact points
Email: westtorrisdale@esb.ie

Post:

Duncan Scott (Project Director)
ESB Asset Development UK Ltd
Inovo Building

121 George Street

Glasgow

G11RD

WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM
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Appendix5 - West Torrisdaléxoject Information Day#dvert

PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON =33 et
WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM
PROPOSAL

To find out more about our proposals
for a wind farm and energy storage development at

West Torrisdale, the ESB project team invite you to
our public information days:

Glenbarr Village Hall:

Thursday 9th December, Tom-7pm
Carradale Village Hall:

Friday 10th December, lom-7pm
Saturday Tith December, Tlam-5pm

The open days will give local people the chance to view and
comment on the proposals. The project team will be on hand

to listen to comments and answer questions. We will be following
relevant Covid-1? Guidance at all times and all of the information
will be available on our website:
www.esbenergy.co.uk/west-torrisdale-wind-farm

For more information:
e: westtorrisdale@esb.ie
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Appendix6 - West Torrisdaléoject Information DaysSocial Medi&overage

a8 @
i 0 8 -
PUBLIC CONSULTATION ON @ -
WEST TORRISDALE WIND FARM @ East Kintyre Community
PROPOSAL Peembec e
O: h
o Like (D Comment @ Share @~
To find out more about our proposals
for a wind farm and energy storage development at @ Wit ent

West Torrisdale, the ESB project team invite you to
our public information days:

Glenbarr Village Hall:

Thursday 9th December, Ipm-7pm
Carradale Village Hall:

Friday 10th December, lpm-7pm
Saturday Tith December, llam-5pm

The open days will give local people the chance to view and
comment on the proposals. The project team will be on hand

to listen to comments and answer questions. We will be following
relevant Covid-19 Guidance at all times and all of the information
will be available on our website:
www.esbenergy.co.uk/west-torrisdale-wind-farm

For more information

e: westtorrisdale@esb.ie

‘”5‘ East Kintyre Community Council
°~’< 7 Posted by lan Brodie
MDec- G

Here is the live link to the public consultation on the West
Torrisdale Windfarm,The virtual public consultation will
run from Friday 3 December until Friday 31 December
2021.

The exhibition boards and feedback form can be found at
the links below.

... See more

ESBENERGY.CO.UK
West Torrisdale Wind Farm - The Benefits

1share

) Like () Comment ~ Share

157 people reached > ® Boost Unavailable
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Clir Alastair Redman e
9 11 December 2021 at 20:25 - Q
It was great to be back in Carradale today speaking to my constituents and attending the
proposed West Torrisdale Wind Farm consultation in the Carradale village hall.
Flooding on many roads is causing concerns among local residents and | have contacted the
roads department with pictures of the flooding. Any much-needed pothole repairs will simply not
last if our road network continues to be flooded.
The road to the Carradale cemetery is in a terrible state of repair and | have been working with
the local Community Council members to get this road repaired, including both initial short term
pothole filling and some more long-term repairs.
| will continue to work hard for every corner of my council ward.
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Press Releas€&for immediate use
3 December 2021

West TorrisdaléeNind FarmPublic Information Days

Renewable energy developer E&Bs begura public consultation exercise for thproposedWest
Torrisdale Wind Farm.

ESB iplanning to hold three iperson open days at the beginning of Decemtoeintroduce the
wider public to the new projecin addition to publishing a consultation page on its website. All of
the appropriate Covidl9 Guidance will be followed at these ev&nf members of the publiare
unable tovisit in personall of the informationincludingon howto comment orask any questions
you may havewill be available on the project websitevw.esbenergy.co.uk/wesdbrrisdalewind-
farm until the end of the month Details of the events are as follows:

Public Information Days:

Thursday 9 Decenber 2021, Glenbarr Village HA00pm to 7.00pm
Friday 1& December 2021, Carradale Village Ha0Opm to 7.00pm
Saturday 11 December 2021, Carradale Village Hdlam to 5.00pm

WE} § JE S}EU pv v ~ }85 « ] W At einGEcomhpijne ir{ peESAE 3} -
our three public information days.West Torrisdale will make a valuable contribution not only to the
renewable energy targets thalhe Government has set, and which have been reinforced by the
recent COP26 iGlasgowbut will also offer the opportunity for the local community to benefit both
throughacommunity benefifundU v = 0} §Z %}3 v3] 0 (J&E «Z E }JAV E*Z]% X _

The project which could see up &turbines located close to the operational wind farms of Beinn an
Tuirc and Blary Hillind farms,would have around4 MW of capacity along with a battery storage
system, utilising turbines of up t©49.9m to tip in height.

All the information on displagt the public events will also be available to view on the website from
Friday 3rdDecember 2021 wherthe public can also provide feedback online.

-ENDS

NOTES TO EDITORS

1. NU JTE o v [ -wn@dElecridty utility company, provide power twer
1.5million customers, including businesses and householders across Scotland and the
rest of the UK. ESB has offices in Glasgow and, as well as operating onshore and
offshore wind farms, is heavily involved in electric vehicle infrastructure andvaile
heating systems, such as installing the low carbon heating and cooling system in the V&A
Dundee.
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Contact Details

N CIITN s e s B S NN E-mail .....
INAAREES susisumvissasssenumyes scvomssaresmys s sV BvEs S5 SR TG Welephoney ... vz it e s e
Postcode We will only use these details to contact you and update you on the

proposals as you request.

WINA FOIM PROJEEE ...t Date oo

Your opinionis important to us. We would appreciate you taking a moment to complete the following questionnaire so we can find out more about your
views on the wind farm proposal this exhibition is all about. The aim of this questionnaire is to allow individuals to contribute to the development process
and interact with ESB. Thisis not a substitute for the official planning process. No personal information will be passed on to third parties.

1. What are your views on the use of renewable energy to help meet our energy requirements?

(onshore and offshore wind power, solar power, biomass, wave and fidal power, amongst others)

DVery Supportive D Supportive D Undecided D Opposed D Very opposed

2. What are your views on the use of wind energy in particular to help meet our energy requirements2

DVery Supportive D Supportive D Undecided D Opposed D Very opposed

3a. How do you feel about this Wind Farm proposal?

D Very Supportive D Supportive D Undecided D Opposed D Very opposed

3b.  Why do you hold this view? Please state

4. How close do you live to the proposed wind farm site?
DWiIhin 1 kilometre DBetween 1 and 5 kilometres DFunher away than 5 kilometres
(0.6 miles) (3.1 miles) (3.1 miles)
5 Do you have any comments or suggestions on how the community benefit fund could be spent/managed in the area, to benefit

local people and communities?
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6. Ifyou have any further interests, please state below:

7. How did you first learn about the project?
DWord of mouth EI Postcard
DGoogle or other search engine D Newspaper advert D Newspaper article D Social media
D(Inviroﬁon for) Public Exhibition
Dorher (please state)

8.  Please use the area below to ask a specific question or comment on the Wind Farm proposal.

% If you would like us to respond to any of the comments you have made or questions you have asked in this questionnaire,

please indicate here and, if required, we will get back to you shortly.

DResponse wanted
DNO response wanted

Data Protection
We hold all personal data in accordance with the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) (EU) 2016/679
and your personal data will not be transferred outside of the European Economic Area

Please return this questionnaire to the registration desk at the entrance of the exhibition.
If preferred, you can send the questionnaire to Duncan Scott (Project Director)
ESB Asset Development UK Ltd
Inovo Building
121 George Street
Glasgow
G1 1RD

Printed on recycled paper ﬁ.
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Appendix9 - West Torrisdaléoject Website Stats

CME Live

Al Analytics  Raw View Gotoreport [
Pages
All Users Dec 1,2022 - Dec 31, 2022
100.00% Pageviews
Explorer

@ Pageviews

30

Dec 2 Dec4 Dec6 Dec 8 Dec 10 Dec 12 Dec 14 Dec 16 Dec 18 Dec 20 Dec 22 Dec 24 Dec 26 Dec 28 Dec 30

Y This data was filtered with the following filter expression: torrisdale

Page Pageviews J, Unique Pageviews  Avg.TimeonPage  Entrances  Bounce Rate % Exit Page Value
65 00:00:23 8 62.50% 15.38%
6 of Total A of Total for View
(29,470) (-74.46%) ﬂi‘,v‘\;’* \); 84%
1. /our-story-in-britain/about/our-story-in-britain/west-torrisdale-wind-farm @ (40, 0023 i ,22‘ 00:01:09 B750 7 71.43% 38.46%
2. /our-story-in-britain/about tory-in-britain/west-torrisdale-wind-farm/latest-news @ ( 623 4.92 3 00:00:05 (2 1 0.00% 0.00% £q,oo
3. /our-story-in-britain/about/our-story-in-britain/west- ds ind-farmy P timell @ a os:‘), - ;2‘ 00:00:04 -~ 0 0.00% 0.00% £0.00
4. /our-story-in-britain/about/our-story-in-britain/west-torrisdale-wind-farm/the-benefits @ a os'f a )Z‘ 00:00:07 0.00 0 0.00% 0.00% EOOO
S. /our-story-in-britain/about/our-story-in-britain/west-torrisdale-wind-farm/vp1 @ ‘3033 00:00:04 s 0 0.00% 0.00% \EODO
6. /our-story-in-britain/about/our-story-in-britain/west-torrisdale-wind-farm/vp10 @ a6 2) Eid 2‘ 00:00:04 " 0 0.00% 0.00% »EOAOO
7. /our-story-in-britain/about/our-story-in-britain/west-torrisdale-wind-farm/vp11 @ @ DBA.Z) (3.28 % 00:00:05 0 0.00% 0.00% 5‘“’9
8. /our-story-in-britain/about tory-in-britain, ind-farm/vp12 o 05".2) p 00:00:04 0 0.00% 0.00% EDOO
9. /our-story-in-britain/about, tory-in-britain/west-torrisdale-wind-farm/vp13 e I DB:‘; 00:00:04 - “iO 0.00% 0.00% ‘EO'OO
10. /our-story-in-britain/about/our-story-in-britain/west-torrisdale-wind-farm/vp14 @ I 08=§ 326 % 00:00:04 0.0 0 0.00% 0.00% 59100

Rows 1-10 of 20

© 2023 Google
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